Pathology of malaria-infected mosquitoes.
Concepts of the basic case reproduction rate of malaria, or the vectorial capacity of malaria vectors, tend to assume that the behaviour of infected and non-infected mosquitoes will be similar. However, recent years have seen a series of studies demonstrating that mosquitoes infected with malaria or other parasites show many pathological features with important effects on their behaviour and on the transmission dynamics of the parasite. Parasitology Today will be featuring a series of reports discussing these effects and attempting to unravel the expected effects on parasite transmission dynamics; this article sets the scene.